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HONORING HUGHSON POLICE
CHIEF JANET RASMUSSEN

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2011

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Hughson Police Chief
Janet Rasmussen, who rose through the ranks
to become the County of Stanislaus and the
City of Hughson’s First Female Chief nearly 7
years ago, announced her retirement as of
July 30, 2011; after serving in law enforce-
ment for 36 years; and

Chief Rasmussen started her law enforce-
ment career as a Volunteer Dispatcher-Clerk
in April 1975, School Resource Officer and
Matron-Dispatcher-Clerk in May 1976, and
Dispatcher-Clerk in June 1977 through Janu-
ary 1982, Explorer Advisor in January 1979
through January 1982; and Reserve Police of-
ficer in January 1979 through January 1982;
and

Janet Rasmussen continued her career
serving in the Tulare County Sheriffs Depart-
ment, hired by the Corcoran Police Depart-
ment in 1976, Tulare Police Department in
1977, Tulare Sheriff's Department in 1982;
and the Stanislaus County Sheriff's Depart-
ment in 1991; while attending College of the
Sequoias and receiving her Associates of
Science in Criminal Justice in 1981, becoming
a P.O.S.T Graduate in 2002, and completing
her Bachelors of Science program in 2006;
and

Janet Rasmussen was selected as the First
Woman Narcotics Detective in Tulare County
and First Woman Sergeant to serve in patrol,
the First Female selected in Stanislaus County
Sheriffs Department, the First Woman Instruc-
tor for Stanislaus County Sheriffs Department
at the Ray Simon Regional Training Center
Police Academy for Firearms, Weaponless
Defense, Expandable Baton, Oleoresin Cap-
sicum; the First Woman Team Leader for a
Hostage Negotiation Team and in 2005 was
selected as the First Woman in Stanislaus
County Sheriffs Department serving as Chief
of Police for the City of Hughson; and

Allowed attendance only by invitation and
through an extensive nomination process she
was the 2nd Woman in Stanislaus County to
attend the FBI National Academy graduating
in 2007, whereby only 12,000 women out of
39,000 attended the academy since its incep-
tion in 1935; and during the Chief's tenure in
Stanislaus County, Criminal and gang activity
remained at a level that placed Hughson as
one of the safest communities in the
Stanislaus County compared to communities
in the area; and

Chief Rasmussen was very active in various
organizations and extended her service to so-
ciety by participating and volunteering in var-
ious organization such as serving as Gov-
erning Board Member—Stanislaus County As-
sociation of Law Enforcement Executive; Joint
Powers Advisory Board Member for the
Stanislaus County Drug Enforcement Agency;
Advisory Board Member for the Stanislaus
County Domestic Preparedness Task Force
and Joint Board Member for the Office of
Emergency Services Operational Area County;
and a Member of the FBI National Academy
Association; receiving AAA Auto Theft Recov-
ery Award; and the Excellence in Law En-
forcement and Public Safety Award.
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Chief Rasmussen has been an outstanding
and highly effective Police Chief whose quiet
and steady leadership is an excellent example
to us all of how to serve humanity.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
commending the outstanding contributions
made to law enforcement and the Hughson
Community by Chief of Police Janet Ras-
mussen and hereby wish her continued suc-
cess in her retirement.

———

THE INTERRELIGIOUS TASK
FORCE ON CENTRAL AMERICA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the InterReligious Task Force on Cen-
tral America on the occasion of its 30th anni-
versary.

Since its inception, the IRTF has strived to
promote peace, justice, human rights, and
nonviolence in Central America by raising
awareness in Northeast Ohio. It has constantly
sought out policies that support anti-militarism,
environmental human rights, economic justice,
ending the exploitation of labor, and the pro-
motion of fair trade in Central America.

In 1987, the IRTF started the Rapid Re-
sponse Network for Human Rights, which al-
lowed volunteers to write letters in order to
protest urgent human rights abuses. Originally
conceived to respond to human rights abuses
in Guatemala, this service is currently avail-
able for all Central American nations and Co-
lumbia.

The IRTF has also worked to expose the
negative effects of globalization in Central
America. These effects include ecological de-
struction, privatization of utilities and other
public services, a decrease in labor standards,
and the disruption of local populations by large
multi-national corporations. Through its efforts
to promote fair trade, Northeast Ohio is now
one of the largest markets for fair trade coffee
in the United States.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the InterReligious Task Force on
Central America, an organization whose poli-
cies work to improve conditions for the op-
pressed peoples in Central America, on the
occasion of its 30th anniversary.

———

26TH ANNIVERSARY OF HOSPICE
AND PALLIATIVE CARE NURSES
ASSOCIATION

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2011

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, as a nurse of many years, | rise today to
extend my sincere congratulations to the Hos-
pice and Palliative Care Nurses Association
(HPNA) on the occasion of its 25th anniver-
sary (1986—2011). Representing nearly 10,000
members across the United States, HPNA is
now the nation’s largest and oldest profes-
sional nursing organization dedicated to pro-
moting excellence in hospice and palliative
nursing care. Since 1986 HPNA has played an
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important role in promoting excellence among
palliative nursing professionals through evi-
dence-based educational tools, specialty re-
sources, visionary collaboration, and profes-
sional networking. The important role that
these nurses play in the lives of individuals
and their families is worthy of celebration, and
| add my voice to those honoring the organiza-
tion’s 25 years of service.

As my colleagues may know, nurses now
comprise the largest group of health profes-
sionals with approximately 2.9 million pro-
viders offering essential care to patients in a
variety of settings, including hospitals, long-
term care facilities, community or public health
areas, schools, workplaces and home care.
Nurses represent the public interest and not a
special interest. The contributions made by the
practice and science of nursing are significant,
and in collaboration with other healthcare pro-
fessionals, significantly improves the quality of
our nation’s health care system. Simply put,
nurses are involved in every aspect of health
care, including end of life care. The field of
hospice and palliative care nursing is instru-
mental in treating the person and taking into
account the medical, social, psychological,
and spiritual needs of a patient and their fam-
ily at the end of life. This key field of nursing
emphasizes quality of life at life’s end, and for
that | am grateful. Hospice is a covered ben-
efit under Medicare, Medicaid, and most pri-
vate insurance plans. | applaud HPNA,for edu-
cating families and the public regarding these
important considerations and care options.

Again, | commend the work, dedication and
commitment of the hospice and palliative care
nurses and the HPNA to improve the quality of
life for individuals and their families at the end
of life. | look forward to continuing to work with
my fellow nurses in this important field as well
as the critical patient population and families
that they serve.

HONORING RACHEL ANSZELOWICZ
HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2011

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend an extraordinary constituent of
mine, Rachel Anszelowicz.

Rachel visited my office recently to tell me
about how difficult it is to live with type 1 dia-
betes. She told me about the painful glucose
monitors and burdensome insulin pumps that
she and other children with juvenile diabetes
use to manage their disease. And, she told
me about her increased risk as an adult for,
among other ailments, kidney failure and heart
disease. As a 2011 Children’s Congress dele-
gate from the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation, Rachel spoke with a poise and
maturity beyond her 13 years.

In her fight with the disease, Rachel is not
alone. As many as twenty-six million Ameri-
cans have diabetes, which ultimately accounts
for $174 billion in health care costs in the
United States, and twenty-two percent of hos-
pital inpatient days. If we are to bring down
this country’s rising health care costs, then
new cost effective and high quality treatments
for chronic diseases like diabetes will be a crit-
ical part of that effort.

Research by the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation and other clinical experts
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